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Executive Summary

The purpose of this project was to inspect and evaluate all of our existing
overhead mast arm mounted, span wire mounted or rigid free standing structure
mounted traffic signs on City streets and Monroe County roads for the purpose
of upgrading these signs by replacing them with signs that have a higher level of
retroreflectivity and/or increased letter size. This will provide improved
overall visibility and legibility for all motorists, but particularly for the aging
motorist population.
Once the installations are completed, all of our overhead signs will have 3M
Diamond Grade 3 (DG3) sheeting, or 3M VIP sheeting which meets the new
retroreflectivity standards. It should be noted that based on engineering
judgement, due to lack of space on our mast arms, and lack of available load
capacity, we have decided to continue to utilize 8” letters for our overhead signs
in lieu of the 12” letters recommended in the current Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices (MUTCD).
The methodology used for the program was as follows:
1.

Traffic engineering technicians visited 360 locations (186 mast arm signals,
140 span wire signals and 34 rigid mounts) and determined if all of the
existing signs have the higher retroreflective sheeting, and meet current
Department standards for letter size and sign location.

2.

Once the technicians determined which signs needed to be replaced,
relocated, or additional signs installed, they created work orders to
fabricate and install the new signs, or relocate signs as needed.

3.

The Sign Operations Section received the work orders, fabricated the signs,
if not already in stock, using the higher visibility material, and scheduled the
installation. The sign operations section will install them when their
schedule permits.

In this manner, all of our overhead signs in the City and County have been or will
be replaced with signs with higher retroreflectivity material. When all is said and
done, 1,149 signs will have been upgraded.
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