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Executive Summary
Purpose & Intent
The purpose of this Plan is to provide guidance to 
decision-makers within the Town and its partners 
in the region to help improve the existing network 
of pedestrian and bicyclist connections and 
accommodations. The intent is to develop a master 
plan for a safe, accessible, and comprehensive town-
wide network of pedestrian and bicycle facilities. All 
efforts during the implementation of this Plan should 
align with each of the goals listed below:

Study Areas
This Master Plan makes recommendations for 
the entire Town of Chili. In addition, it identifies 
connections to the bicycle and pedestrian networks 
in adjoining towns or to regional trail facilities (e.g. 
the Genesee Valley Greenway). However, the 
Plan also includes a detailed analysis and set of 
recommendations for three focus areas within the 
Town. These areas include:

 » Chili Center
 » North Chili
 » West Chili

Public Input Process
In an effort to ensure that the Plan also addressed 
the desires and concerns of the public, many 
opportunities were provided to engage Town 
residents and stakeholders in the development of the 
Master Plan. A series of community workshops were 
held in the first phase of the project to solicit input 
from the general public, as well as the senior and 
youth populations. Furthermore, the Town utilized an 
online survey to ask specific questions of residents 
who walk and bike around Chili. 

1. Improve safety & comfort of pedestrians & 
bicyclists

2. Increase connectivity & accessibility 
between neighborhoods, businesses, & 
community resources

3. Enhance the public realm as well as the 
overall aesthetics & character of the 
community

4. Improve multi-modal options & expand 
the choices of travel options available to 
residents

5. Promote healthy & active lifestyles within 
the Town

6. Realize the economic benefits of biking & 
walking

7. Protect the environment & foster 
sustainability
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A complete focus area map can be found on page 9.
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Community Survey
The survey was made available online in the Summer 
of 2014. In total there were 463 respondents to the 
survey. The majority of these respondents indicated 
that they were 30 to 50 years old (68%), and that 
they lived within the Chili Center focus area (44%). 
Nearly 60% identified themselves as both walkers 
and bikers. The graphics to the right indicate the 
share of each user group who took the survey, as 
well as the length of their trips. 

Almost all respondents, regardless of user type, 
said they never made trips via walking or biking to 
transit, school, or work. Overwhelmingly, each user 
group indicated that they typically walk or bike four 
or more times a month for leisure or fitness. Most 
respondents indicated that they feel safe walking and 
biking within Chili, and that fear of crime had little to 
no impact their activity level. 

Senior Workshop
In March 2014, a Senior Workshop was held at the 
Town of Chili Senior Center. As part of a brainstorming 
exercise, attendees were asked to identity 
destinations they frequent and existing travel routes 
they take by foot or bike. Additionally, attendees were 
asked if there were any bicycle or pedestrian access 
barriers or conflicts they have experienced on these 
routes. Overall the workshop attendees expressed 
a concern for the lack of sidewalks and a desire for 
more formalized pedestrian or bicycle connections, 
especially along major roadways between activity 
generators.

Youth Workshops
In order to reach the young population, the 
Consultant Team visited two high schools in the Chili 
School Districts in the spring of 2014. The students 
were asked to identify places they frequented 
within the Town and their overall experience in 
terms of comfort and ability to walk or bike to these 
destinations. Most cited local parks and restaurants 
as afternoon and weekend hangouts, and discussed 
some of the difficulties they experience in walking or 
biking from their neighborhoods to school or between 
destinations, such as heavy traffic and sidewalk 
gaps. 

8.4%

32%

59.6%

Share of Survey Respondents

For a more detailed summary of the Community 
Survey results, see page 20.

Respondents were asked to identify themselves 
as bikers only, walkers only, or both. 
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Community Workshop
All residents and stakeholders were invited to 
attend a Community Workshop in May of 2014. 
Opportunities were given to attendees to submit 
general comments at each table as well as mark 
focus area maps for site-specific comments. Much of 
the input from attendees included observations about 
the conflicts and barriers that cyclists face when 
riding through Chili, especially in terms of roadway 
and traffic conditions along Chili Avenue, Union 
Street, and Buffalo Road. 

Open House & Town Board 
Presentation
In February of 2015, an open house was held to 
provide the public with an opportunity to comment 
on the preliminary set of recommendations. The 
attendees of the open house were also asked to 
prioritize the final list of projects. The results indicated 
the projects that benefit Chili Center received the 
most interest.  Upon completion of the draft Plan a 
presentation of the final recommendations was made 
to the Town Board in June of 2015.

Recommendations
The recommendations contained in this Plan are 
divided into three general categories:

• Capital projects, 
• Policy and programs, and 
• Zoning and regulatory considerations. 

This approach provides for a more comprehensive 
set of recommendations to achieve a more complete 
transportation network for non-motorized travel 
throughout the community. 

Capital Projects
These projects generally consist of on-road 
improvements to existing streets as well as the 
development of off-road trail facilities. The design 
and accommodations recommended for each road 
segment  depends on the preferred alternative to be 
applied. The transportation improvement alternatives 
identified include Complete Streets (A2 or A1), Wide 
Shoulders (B2 or B1), Shoulders Only (C), Shared-
Use Lanes with Markings (D), and Off-Road Trails 

(T2 or T1). The numeral indicates the number of 
pedestrian pathways provided, if any. The cross 
sections above provide a visual example of the 
potential application of each alternative.

For more information on this Plan’s proposed 
alternatives and recommendations, see Page 51. 
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Policies & Programs
This section includes a number of public policies 
or programs that the Town and its partners should 
consider adopting and implementing over the next 
decade. Examples of policies include developing 
pedestrian zones, a complete streets policy, or 
forming a bicycle and pedestrian committee. Program 
recommendations include  implementing street 
tree requirements, reducing turning radii at critical 
intersections, and implementing bicycle boulevards 
where appropriate.

Zoning & Regulatory 
Considerations
There are also a number of zoning and regulatory 
modifications that the Town should consider to 
create the legal basis for future actions. These 
recommendations will ensure that private development 
positively contributes to the transportation network 
by requiring bicycle and pedestrian improvements 
are put in place as residential and non-residential 
projects are constructed. This section articulates 
some preliminary language that may be desirable 
to incorporate into the existing Town Code, such as 
requiring the development of off-site connections that 
tie into the existing pedestrian and bicycle network 
and across parcels or sites.

Funding
In order to successfully implement the 
recommendations contained in this Plan the Town 
should pursue outside funding assistance from 
various federal and state sources. If the Town is 
successful in obtaining grant funds to expand its 
bicycle and pedestrian network, it can greatly reduce 
the number of local dollars necessary to construct the 
proposed improvements. A complete list of potential 
funding sources, their annual deadlines, and the 
amount of funding available is contained in Figure 19 
of this Plan. 

 Key Recommendations
The following road segments serve the largest concentration of the Town’s population; therefore, they should 
provide the highest level of bicycle and pedestrian accommodations, which includes bike lanes and sidewalks 
on both sides of the road:

 » The “four corners” area of North Chili (e.g. intersection of Union Street and Buffalo Road)
 » The “four corners” area of West Chili (e.g. intersection of Union Street and Chili Avenue)
 » Chili Avenue in Chili Center from West Chili to Westside Drive
 » Paul Road from Chestnut Ridge to Carriage House Lane

Other Key Recommendations:

 » Bike lanes and a sidewalk on the north side of Buffalo Road from Riga to Attridge Road to increase the 
comfort of students walking to North Chili from the Churchville Chili School Campus

 » Sidewalks on one side of the road in areas where residential development is predominately located on 
one side of the road and the opposite side is parkland or farmland

 » Better access from Chili Center to the Genesee Valley Greenway
 » Widening shoulders in the southern portion of the Town where the residential development is relatively 
sparse
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